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By ROBERT SHERRILL 


THE PERMANENT WAR ECONOMY: American Capitalism in 
Decline. By Seymour Mclman. Simon & Schuster. 384 pp. $9.95. 
ARMING AMERICA: How the U.S. Buys Weapons. By J. Ron- 
ald Fox. Harvard. 484 pp. $15. 

When Seymour Melman came out with his “Pcutai 4 on_ 
C apitalis m: TOe Political Economy of War’/ in 1870, Viet- 
nam was still deprcFsPng us and his demon theory of the; 
Pentagon— that, there is an Intrinsic evil in militaj’y. spend- 


V . ing — wasn’t too hard to be- 
lieve. , 

. But now that we have the 
opportunity to take a more 
dispassionate study ,of the 
Pentagon, there doesn’t seem 
to be much point in Mel- 
man’s handing us almost the 
same sermon again, especial- 
ly when it cost one dollar 
more than it did last time 
and is about 67 per cent less 
coherent. 
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Having no war to inveigh 
against, he seeks to catch our 
attention by berating Ic.ss 
likely villains, or by flogging 
the old villains in an exces- 
sive fashion. 


Robert Sherrill is the au- 
thor of ** Military Justice Is to 
* Justice as Military Music Is 
to Music^^ and **The Saturday 
Night SpeciaV* 


Most sane people would 
probably agree Vv^itb him that 
the military budget (though 
it has grown at a much slower 
pare than tlic civilian budget) 
prevents our tending to our 
domestic needs as we should. 
We don’t need another book 
to toll us that. 


Wo need instruction on how 
to get rid of the volunteer 
Army’s monstrous j)ayroll. 
We need advice on how to 
force the military hi’a.ss and 
their cronies in the industi'y 
to accept the simple edict of 
former Assistant Defense Sec- 
retary David Packard: “The 
only .sejisible course is to 
hold the contractor to his 
eonti-act.’’ Why can’t it he 
done? What’s wrong witli t!ie 
i)itcrnal mechanism? Melman 
gives us no answers. J. Kon- 
ald Fox does. 


kwery year the U.S. spends 
more than S30 billion to buy 
new weapons.' Nobody Juiows 
just how much tlie hill is, just 
as nobody knows anything 
else for sure about the Pen- 
tagon. 

Except for a couple of de- 


fects— one only an irritant, 
the other fatal — Fox docs a 
fine job. As well he might. 
For seven years he sciwed 
the Pent agon. During mo.st 
of Nixon’s first term he was 
as.si.'dant seci(.*(ary of the 
A)’iny, respon.sihlc for Army 
procurement. 

Vi)’tunlly all major weapons 
sy. stems co.st twice what the 
Pentagon and its contractors 
promise, and most of the 
systems don’t even come close 
to expectations. Of 11 major 
weapons systems developed 
during the ’60s, six performed 
at 25 per cent, or less, of 


' specifications set for them. 

By law civilians control the 
Army and Navy, but in fact 
the military o\it-fox their 
civilian mastei\s simply by 
withholding infoi ination from 
them, giving them false in- 
formation, or frightening 
them into accepting had 
guesses. 
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''Arming Amci ioa” Is a \ ery 
satisfying hook for a nuinber • 
of reasons, the chief one, per- 
hap.s, being that its harshest 
judgments come from a 
man who wants to help his 
govei’nment straighten out 
the piost troublesome and 
embarrassing part of the 
budget. 

Consequently, I .should warn 
you, some of the book con- 
tains charts and hureaufTalic 
jargon that will make the i 
layman's eyelids droo)). Ne^'er B 
mind, it’s w o r t. h w a d i n ;; J 
through this to get at the rr.st. ^ 
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